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Reception Improvement

There are some simple methods which will improve your reception of 88.9 FM in your car, truck, shop, shed or in your home. In most cases, the improvement will be dramatic.

Motor vehicles

For motor vehicles, try adjusting the height of your antenna. In most cases, the best height above the vehicle is 844 millimetres, or two foot nine. In the case of particularly thin antennas, try gradually increasing the height. It will make a difference.

Indoor radios

There are generally three types of indoor radios – small ones with telescopic antennas, small ones with just a single piece of wire, and big ones with two connection points for FM radio aerials.

For the three types there are several things that will improve reception:  The higher the better, and the least amount of solid matter between your radio and Mount Moonimba, the better. Mount Moonimba is South of Coraki and West of Evans Head.

Telescopic antennas

With small radios with telescopic antennas, follow the suggestions for motor vehicles. Perhaps your telescopic antenna doesn’t extend to 844 millimetres. 

You could extend it with a piece of suitable-diameter copper (or any metal) pipe, 844 millimeters long, slipped over the whole of the antenna.

Alternatively, attach a piece of wire, (copper, fencing or otherwise) to the antenna, and bend it back making the total length of the antenna and the wire 844 millimetres long. Then attach the loose end to the antenna. Attachment methods could be via twisting the wire around the antenna, or by using tape. 

Swinging the antenna between horizontal and vertical will find the angle with the strongest signal.  Rotating the radio around the points of the compass will also improve signal strength.

Floppy wire antennas

Radios that employ a piece a single piece of floppy wire are easily adapted. If it’s longer than 844 mm, fold it back to the correct length. If it’s short, just make it longer with another piece of wire, making sure you have metal-to-metal contact. 

It is important to keep the wire very straight. Swinging the antenna between horizontal and vertical will find the angle with the strongest signal.  Rotating the antenna around the points of the compass will also improve signal strength.

Double connection antennas

Radios or stereo units with double connection points need a special type of antenna. The results are excellent. You could easily make your own, (the instructions are below), or 88.9 FM will supply you with one – just ask by leaving a message on Doctor Music’s message bank 66 832 889, or by via email to themob@radio889.org.au
Double connection antennas need to be kept straight. Swinging the antenna between horizontal and vertical will find the angle with the strongest signal.

Making a Double Connection aerial using TV Ribbon or similar cable

The length from “A” to “B” must be either 844 mm, or 1.688 metres, (two foot nine, or five feet six.) 1.688 metres is best. The length of C to D is not important except that it needs to be long enough to reach your radio!

Strip back the insulation at  A, B and C (at C be careful to only strip back the insulation on one side and in the middle of the length A-B), then twist together (and solder if you wish) the conductors as shown in the drawing.

In difficult reception areas, FM radio is better with as few as possible barriers between the receiver aerial and the transmitter aerial.  It follows then that the higher the receiving aerial, the better your reception will be.   Also mounting an aerial on the exterior of a home on the wall facing Coraki helps enormously.  Any problems – please call us. And thanks for listening!
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You are tuned to 88.9 FM –Richmond Valley Radio!





Community Radio Coraki Association Inc.


PO Box 90  CORAKI  2471


Phone:              (02) 6683 2778


Request Line:   (02) 6683 2889


Facsimile:         (02) 6683 2799


Email:              � HYPERLINK "mailto:themob@radio889.org.au" ��themob@radio889.org.au�





Website:          � HYPERLINK http://www.radio889.org.au ��www.radio889.org.au�


ABN:		    23 407 529 272
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